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Summary of the habilitation thesis

Historical images of towns. Interdisciplinary research

Over the last quarter of a century, I have been constantly involved with historical
images of towns, which I consider to be important documents, sources of reliable information
about many aspects of urban life. After obtaining my PhD in history, I focused my attention
on three main areas: methodology, historiography, and valorization, and I consolidated my
specific research in these areas through synthesis studies or case studies. Several examples
from all these approaches make up the following three chapters of this thesis.

Methodological Research includes texts that summarize concerns published in
connection with Methodological Perspectives on Cultural Research of Historical Images of
Towns, essential concepts for research on Knowledge and Education through Historical
Images of Towns, and details about the research of the richest source, printed matter, in
Historical Images of Towns in Old Illustrated Books. Documentary Value.

The next chapter deals with Historiographical Research and includes a Case Study.
Interwar Historiography on Historical Images of Towns in Present-Day Romania and a
synthetic analysis of Romanian Historiography on Historical Images of Towns and Western
European Historiography. A Comparative Study. Useful for understanding the context in
which the first concerns regarding historical research in general began in Romania,
specifically regarding urban architecture, is the subchapter The beginnings of the protection of
Romanian architectural heritage: Emile-André Lecomte du Nouy.

In the chapter Valorizations of historical images of towns, 1 have selected three
topics that are less common in the specialist literature, still somewhat of a historiographical
niche: urban trade in historical images, scenes of war in historical images, and a text about an
artist, his images and the contexts in which they were created, preserved and later
rediscovered for research. Thus, the subchapters are: Urban street trade or the village in the
middle of the town; Representations of war in urban space. Historical images of nowadays
Romanian towns and A storyteller in watercolor — the traveling painter Luigi Mayer.

The last chapter of the thesis is about The valorization of historical images of the
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town of Sibiu, discussed through two case studies: General views of Sibiu in the Brukenthal
Museum collection and Recovering military history through urban views: the lost towers of
Sibiu.

Of course, other professional achievements complementary to historical research are
also included.

I have collaborated continuously with colleagues from several cultural institutions in
Sibiu, in Romania, and abroad, I am a member of Romanian professional organizations and
European associations for urban history research, and I have intensified my documentation
internships and trips to participate in conferences abroad. Some of the projects that have
already been published are mentioned here, as are other types of collaborations, including
those with representatives of the Italian Association of Urban History and the Italian
Association FEikonocity attached to the Interdepartmental Center for Research on the
Iconography of European Towns in Naples, with which I have been collaborating since 2018,
This collaboration is formalised in a cooperation agreement between the Sibiu Institute for
Social and Human Research, where I work, and the Department of Architecture at the
Federico II University of Naples, which I have been implementing together with Massimo
Visone between 2021 and 2025.

As I developed professionally, I became interested in other activities where I could
put my expertise to good use, so I am now an expert evaluator in the fields of history, art,
culture, and heritage for several European institutions. Through my work in urban history
research, I have managed to build a network of national and international professional
relationships and, not least, I have developed new skills and a deep understanding of historical
images, enabling me to confidently pave the way for new stages in this niche field of
historical research.

Last but not least, I am the only researcher in Romania studying this topic.

I want to continue research that I have started but have not had the time to complete,
related to

— Historical images of towns in old and rare books, or in art collections in Sibiu (the
collections of the Brukenthal National Museum are currently being worked on) or in

collections in Romania,
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— Historical images printed in Germany and Austria,

— Historical images from the Netherlands,

— Artists who created representations of towns,

— Contributions to the history and protection of heritage,

— The cultural and architectural history of Sibiu in historical images.

However, the most important are the three projects I have been working on for
several years:

— The influence of the Renaissance and the Enlightenment on historical images of
towns,

— The historiography of historical images of towns in present-day Romania,

— Urban views of present-day Romania in books printed in Italy, to which I will give
priority in the near future.

I believe that, in parallel with historical research, I should put together everything I
know and pass on ‘slices’ of cultural and historical interdisciplinarity made up of curiosity,
intuition, learning, analysis, enthusiasm, knowledge, skill, memory, and wisdom, that is, a
holistic approach to research and history. I want to pass on the experience I have accumulated
to a new generation. I want to become an educator of researchers, a kind of coach for research
performance. And all the while, I want to continue to learn and accumulate knowledge.

With my interdisciplinary training and excellent knowledge of the political, cultural,
and artistic history of Europe from the Renaissance to Art Nouveau, I can coordinate visual
history projects in particular, but not only, that fall within this generous geographical and
chronological space, which bases its research on all kinds of sources: archival, literary,
historiographical, artistic, and memoirs.

In this activity, I will use all the knowledge I have already accumulated and will
certainly acquire new knowledge, because I see my professional training as a living organism,

constantly developing and evolving.
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Rezumatul tezei de abilitare

Imagini istorice ale oraselor. Cercetari interdisciplinare

In ultimul sfert de secol m-am ocupat constant de imaginile istorice ale oraselor, pe
care le consider documente importante, surse de informatii veridice despre multe aspecte ale
vietii urbane. Dupad obtinerea titlului de doctor in istorie mi-am indreptat atentia in trei directii
principale: metodologie, istoriografie si valorificare, si am concretizat cercetarile specifice
acestora prin studii de sinteza sau studii de caz. Cateva exemple din toate aceste abordari
alcatuiesc urmatoarele trei capitole ale acestei teze.

In Cercetari metodologice, sunt incluse texte care insumeaza preocupiri concretizate
prin publicare in legaturd cu Perspectivele metodologice de cercetare culturala a imaginilor
istorice ale oraselor, notiuni esentiale cercetarii privind Cunoasterea si educarea prin imagini
istorice ale oragselor si detalii despre cercetarea celei mai bogate surse, tiparitura, in Imagini
istorice ale oraselor in cartea veche ilustrata. Valente documentare.

Urmatorul capitol se ocupd de Cercetari istoriografice si include un Studiu de caz.
Istoriografia interbelica privitoare la imaginile istorice ale oraselor actualei Romdnii $i 0
analiza sintetica despre Istoriografia romdaneasca privind imagini istorice ale oraselor si cea
vest europeand. Studiu comparativ. Util pentru intelegerea contextului in care au debutat
primele preocupdri privind cercetarea istorica In general, in Romania, cea care priveste in mod
special arhitectura urban, este subcapitolul /nceputurile protectiei patrimoniului arhitectural
romanesc: Emile-André Lecomte du Nouy.

In capitolul Valorificarea imaginilor istorice ale oraselor am selectat trei subiecte
mai putin Intdlnite In literatura de specialitate, cumva Incd de nisa istoriograficd: comertul
urban 1n imagini istorice, scene de razboi In imagini istorice si un text despre un artist,
imaginile sale si contextele in care acestea au fost create, pastrate si, mai apoi regasite pentru
cercetare. Astfel, subcapitolele sunt: Comertul stradal urban sau satul din mijlocul orasului;
Reprezentari ale razboiului in spatiul urban. Imagini istorice ale oraselor romdnesti din zilele
noastre si Un povestitor in acuarela — pictorul calator Luigi Mayer.

Cel din urma capitol al tezei este despre Valorificarea imaginilor istorice ale

orasului Sibiu, discutatd prin doud studii de caz: Vederi generale ale Sibiului in colectia
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Muzeului Brukenthal si Recuperarea istoriei militare prin vederi urbane: turnurile pierdute
ale Sibiului.

Desigur, sunt incluse si alte realizari profesionale, complementare cercetarii istorice.

Am colaborat permanent cu colegi de la mai multe institutii culturale din Sibiu, din
tard si din strdindatate, fac parte din organizatii profesionale romanesti si asociatii europene
pentru cercetarea istoriei oraselor si am intensificat stagiile de documentare si deplasarile
pentru participare la conferinte in straindtate. Unele dintre proiectele deja concretizate prin
publicare sunt mentionate aici, la fel si alte tipuri de colaborari, intre care cele cu reprezen-
tantii Asociatiei Italiene de Istorie Urbana si ai Asociatia italiand Eikonocity de pe langa
Centrul Interdepartamental de Cercetare a Iconografiei Oraselor Europene din Napoli, cu care
colaborez din 2018, concretizate printr-un acord de colaborare intre Institutul de Cercetari
Socio-Umane Sibiu unde activez si Departamentul de arhitectura al Universitatii Federico II
din Napoli, pe care 1-am derulat impreuna cu Massimo Visone intre anii 2021-2025.

Pe masura dezvoltarii profesionale, am devenit interesatd de alte activitati in care sa
imi valorific expertiza, astfel ca sunt expert evaluator pentru domeniile istorie, arta, cultura si
patrimoniu pentru mai multe institutii europene. Am reusit, prin activitati specifice cercetarii
istoriei urbane, sa dobandesc o retea de relatii profesionale nationale si internationale si,
aspect deloc de neglijat, am dezvoltat noi competente, o intelegere profundd a imaginilor
istorice pentru a deschide cu incredere calea cétre noi etape in acest domeniu de nisa al
cercetarii istorice. Nu in ultimul rand, sunt singurul cercetdtor din Romania care studiaza
aceasta tema.

Vreau sa continui cercetari incepute, dar pe care nu am avut ragazul sa le duc pana la
capat, in legatura cu

— Imagini istorice ale oraselor in cérti vechi si rare, sau in colectii de arta din Sibiu
(sunt in lucru colectiile Muzeului National Brukenthal) sau in colectii din Romania,

— Imagini istorice tipdrite in Germania si Austria,

— Imagini istorice din Tarile de Jos,

— Artisti autori ai reprezentarilor de orase,

— Contributii la istoria si protectia patrimoniului,

— Istoria culturala si arhitecturald a Sibiului in imagini istorice.
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Insa cele mai importante sunt cele trei proiecte la care lucrez de mai multi ani:

— Influenta Renasterii si a lluminismului asupra imaginilor istorice ale oraselor,

— Istoriografia imaginilor istorice ale oraselor actualei Romanii,

— Vederi urbane din spatiul actualei Romanii in carti tiparite in Italia, carora le voi
acorda prioritate in perioada imediat urmatoare.

Consider ca ar trebui ca in paralel cu cercetarea istorica sa pun cap la cap tot ceea ce
stiu si sd dau mai departe ,felii” de interdisciplinaritate culturald si istorica alcatuite din
curiozitate, intuitie, invatare, analiza, entuziasm, cunoastere, indemanare, memorie, intelep-
ciune, adicd o abordare holistica a cercetarii si istoriei. Sa transmit din experienta pe care am
acumulat-o unei noi generatii. S& devin educator de cercetdtori, un fel de antrenor pentru
performanta in cercetare. Si in tot acest timp, sa continui sd invat si sa acumulez.

Avand o pregatire interdisciplinard si o foarte buna cunoastere a istoriei politice,
culturale si artistice a Europei din Renastere la Ar# Nouveau, pot coordona mai ales lucrari de
istorie vizuald, dar nu numai, care se incadreazd in acest spatiu geografic si cronologic
generos, care 1si bazeaza cercetarea pe tot felul de surse: arhivistice, literare, istoriografice,
artistice, memorialistice.

In aceasta activitate voi folosi toate cunostintele acumulate deja si cu siguranti voi
dobandi unele noi, deoarece vad pregatirea mea profesionald ca pe un organism viu, in

continud dezvoltare si evolutie.
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